Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


SECRET 

PAGE 01 SANA 02765 021231Z 
41 

ACTION NODS-OO 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /001 W 

092196 

O R 02 1 100Z OCT 75 
FM AMEMBASSY SANA 

TO USDEL SECRETARY NE YORK IMMEDIATE 
INFO AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
AMEMBASSY MUSCAT 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY IIDDA 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
SECSTATE WASHDC 6482 

SECRET SANA 2765 

NODIS 

EO 11652: GDF 
TAGS: PFOR, YS, US 

SUBJECT: SECRETARY'S BILATERAL FOR PDRY FOREIGN MINISTER 
REF: SECTO 14028 

1. SUBSTANCE REFTEL PASSED TODAY, OCT 2, FOR FOREIGN MINISTER 
ABDULAH AL-ASNAJ AN HOUR PRIOR TO LATTER'S DEPARTURE TO 
ATTEND UNGA. AL-ASNAJ EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR INFORMATION 
AND WELCOMED POSSIBILITY OF RESUMPTION OF US/PTBY RELATIONS, 
DESCRIBING PT AS "GOOD MOVE". ASNAJ CONTINUED THAT THIS 
DEVELOPMENT WOULD DO MUCH TO BRING PDRY INTO DIALOGUE WITH 
MODERATE FORCES IN AREA. HE ALSO NOTED THAT THIS WOULD BE 
SETBACK FOR SOVIET INFLUENCE IN PDRY AND IN AREA GENERALLY. 
WHILE STATING THAT HE INTENDED INFORM PRESIDENT HAMDI OF 
THIS DEVELOPMENT, HE PROMISED TO HOLD THE NEWS CLOSELY NOTING 
THAT DISCRETION WAS IMPORTANT ELEMENT AT THIS DELICATE STAGE. 
ASNAJ CONCLUDED THAT HE LOOKS FORWARD DISCUSSING GENERAL 
QUESTION OF PENINSULAR RELATIONS AND SECURITY WITH 
SECURITY AT ANY TIME CONVENIENT FOR SECRETARY DURING THE 
CURRENT UNGA. 
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2. COMMENT: ASNAJ APPEARED SINCERELY PLEASED BY INFORMATION 
RE US/PDRY RESUMPTION AND ALSO BY FACT WE HAVE TAKEN HIM AND 
YARO INTO OUR CONFIDENCE. ASNAJ'S POSITIVE REACTION IS 
NOTEWORTHY GIVEN HIS SUSPICIONS IN THE PAST OF THE PDRY REGIME 
WHICH HE INTIMATELY KNOWS. RECENTLY. HOWEVER, HE HAS BEEN 
SUGGESTING THAT VOICES OF MODERATION IN PDRY. THOUGH 
STILL WEAK, SHOULD BE ENCOURAGED AND HE OBVIOUSLY SEES 
OUR CURRENT EFFORT AS AN IMPORTANT STEP IN THAT DIRECTION. 
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